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EGLINTON—LAWRENCE 



As your local Member of Parliament, I 
work hard every day to help ensure 
that our community is a fair and 
prosperous place to live.  The 
progress we have made over the last 
four years has yielded impressive 
results: over 1 million jobs have been 
created, our unemployment rate is at 
a historic low, and our poverty rate is 
at its lowest since 2002. 

While this newsletter reviews the 
great work we have accomplished 
together, I recognize that more needs 
to be done.  Here, I highlight some of 
our Government’s proposed measures 
to further improve and benefit the 
lives of even more Canadians. 

I will continue to work hard to help 
the residents of Eglinton-Lawrence 
move forward in reaching our shared 
goals of a fairer, greener, safer, and 
more prosperous community. 

As always, please feel free to reach 
out to me if you have questions or 
concerns you would like to discuss. 
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MAKING LIFE MORE AFFORDABLE 
Our government made a promise to grow the middle class by building a more equal 
Canada where everyone has a fair shot at success.  The Canada Child Benefit is a 
critical piece of that plan, and the results speak for themselves.  Since 2016: 

 300,000 children have been lifted out of poverty 
 8,940 families in Eglinton-Lawrence benefitted 
 $6,890 average annual benefits received per family 
 9 out of 10 families receive more money 

 

On July 20th, we increased the CCB for the second time to put more tax-free 
money in the pockets of hardworking, middle-class families. 

Our government is working hard to help support small 
businesses across Canada. We’re cutting red tape and making it 
easier for small businesses by:  
 

→ Lowering the small business tax rate from 11% to 9% — 
small businesses are now saving up to $7,500 per year  

→ Reducing credit card processing fees  

→ Launching Innovation Canada, a one-stop shop for small 
business owners to find funding advice and information 



When it comes to the environment, we know that climate change is real. That’s 
why we put a price on pollution while giving money directly back to taxpayers. 
This year, an average family of four will receive $307 back through the Climate 
Action Incentive when they file their taxes. The vast majority of Canadians will be 
made better than whole through the climate rebate. 

Through the $2-billion Disaster Mitigation and Adaptation Fund, our Government is 
investing in updating infrastructure to withstand the effects of the changing weather patterns, 
and to reduce greenhouse gas.  

In Eglinton-Lawrence,  2,400 residents will benefit from flood 
mitigation funding.  A total of 187,400 GTA residents will benefit. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 



We’re committed to getting more Canadians 
moving via public transit systems that are 
safer, greener, and more efficient by investing 
$28.7 billion over 12 years in public transit.  
Our government has delivered nearly $1 
billion in transit funding for Toronto, some of 
which are to support the purchase and rebuild 
of Toronto Transit Commission buses. 
 
To meet Toronto’s growing ridership numbers, 
and to make sure that TTC buses remain in 
good condition for years to come, 1,043 new 
buses (729 clean diesel, 254 second 
generation hybrid electric, 60 battery electric) 
will be purchased, and 695 buses in TTC’s 
current fleet will be rebuilt.  
Mayor Tory, TTC Chair Robinson, and I 
recently launched the first of 60 new TTC e-
buses.  This is a significant step towards a net-
zero emissions fleet to improve our air quality.  

Federal funding has also helped in making 
Yorkdale Station more accessible via 
construction of a new elevator, accessible fare 
gates, and main entrance redesign.  
Investments have also been made to repair 
Glencairn Station’s skylights and structural 
supports.  
 
To further support our Government’s 
commitment to better air quality and less 
greenhouse gas emissions, we have 
committed $4 million to help expand Bike 
Share Toronto. This funding will help add 90 
new stations, increasing the Bike Share 
Toronto network to a total of 360 stations, 
including 3,750 bikes and 6,200 docking points.  
This means more bikes, less traffic, less 
pollution, and more convenient ways to get 
around the city. 
 

INVESTMENTS IN GREEN TRANSIT 



A STRONG RECORD ON THE ECONOMY

Our Government has 
worked hard to build 
Canada an economy that 
is growing.  Since 2015: 

 Over 1 million jobs 
have been created 

 Our unemployment 
rate is at its lowest 
in 40 years 

 900,000 Canadians 
have been pulled 
out of poverty, 
including 300,000 
children 

We renegotiated and 
modernized NAFTA.  This 
new agreement includes: 

 Tariffs on Canadian auto 
lifted 

 Unjust, US-imposed tariffs 

on steel & aluminum lifted 

 Duty-free shopping 

 Protection of Canadian 

digital & media content 

 Protection of Canadian 

copyright 

 Continued access to our 

most important trade 
partner & the largest market 
in the world 

Recently I hosted a fireside chat 
with Minister Carr and Consul 
General Galit Baram on the 
modernization of the Canada-
Israel Free Trade Agreement.  
 
This will expand business 
opportunities and strengthen 
collaboration between Canada 
and Israel.  It includes new and 
enhanced elements on gender, 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises, corporate social 
responsibility, labour and 
environmental protections, and 
will help ensure benefits from 
trade will be more widely 
shared. 



When young people succeed, our economy grows and everyone 
benefits.  This is why our Government is committed to giving ample 
opportunities for young people to gain skills to become competitive in 
our changing economy. 

The Canada Summer Jobs program created over 1,000 good-paying jobs 
and valuable work experience for young people in Eglinton-Lawrence.  
Recently, I announced $2.3 million in top-up CSJ funding for the GTA, 
which will see 560 at-risk youth hired, in addition to the 6,500 jobs already 
created in the GTA this summer. 

We also partner with local organizations like The Career Foundation to 
help match recent graduates and young people with prospective 
employers in our annual Eglinton-Lawrence youth hiring fair. 

A STRONG RECORD ON THE ECONOMY 



Canadian seniors have worked hard their whole lives and 
deserve to feel secure upon their retirement.  Budget 2019 
proposes measures to help seniors feel supported and 
secure as they enter into retirement so they can be active 
and involved in their communities.  These measures include:  

 Lowering age of eligibility for Old Age Security and 
Guaranteed Income Security from 67 to 65  

 Increasing GIS top-up to a maximum of $947 per year  

 More tax-free income for seniors  

 Doubling the Canada Pension Plan maximum benefit 
incrementally 

 Additional funding of $100 million over 5 years for the 
New Horizons for Seniors Program  

PROVIDING SENIORS THE 
SECURIT Y THEY DESERVE 



Seniors projects funded in Eglinton-Lawrence include 
programs to promote physical activity and fitness, 
mentorship, elder abuse awareness, volunteerism, 
sports, and computer and Internet literacy . 

This June, Minister Petitpas 

Taylor and I announced the 

National Dementia Strategy at 

Villa Colombo.  This strategy 

will invest $50 million to 

provide critical funding for 

prevention, research for a cure, 

and support for those taking 

care of family or loved ones 

living with dementia. 



KEEPING OUR COMMUNITIES SAFE 

Our Government is focused on keeping our neighbourhoods safe.  
Recently, I announced over $1 million in federal funds for Focus Toronto, 
which is run by the Toronto Police Service in cooperation with the United 
Way.  This anti-organized crime program aims for crime prevention 
through early intervention in partnership with the community. 
 

I also hosted a town hall with Toronto Police Service 32 Division to review 
best practices and discuss how we can all work together to protect our 
homes and our families from break-and-enters and car theft. 
 

Bill C-71 
 

To keep firearms out of the hands of criminals, and to help police trace 
firearms used in committing crimes, we passed Bill C-71.  This bill 
proposes common-sense measures such as requiring more 
comprehensive background checks for firearm ownership.  Buyers 
would have to show their licenses when they purchase firearms, and 
vendors would have to fully complete records of all firearm inventories and 
sales. 



 

FREE OF HATE & DISCRIMINATION 

As part of our Government’s 
Anti-Racism Strategy, we 
officially adopted the 
International Holocaust 
Remembrance Alliance’s 
working definition of 
antisemitism.  

Using the IHRA definition of 
antisemitism is a necessary step in 
helping prevent the spread of 
antisemitism, and all forms of 
discrimination and hate.  Our 
Government is committed to 
promoting a society free from hate, 
discrimination, and violence. 

In Budget 2019, our Government doubled the funding for the Security 
Infrastructure Program for vulnerable groups.  
 
The additional funding will be invested in new protective measures to 
enhance the security of local places of worship such as synagogues, 
churches, and mosques.  Security infrastructure now covers more 
measures which includes doors, training, and alarm systems.  
 
I continue to advocate for public safety in our community, including the 
need to take precautionary steps to prevent hate-motivated crime. 

PROMOTING COMMUNITIES 



RECONCILIATION WITH INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

Forgiving all outstanding comprehensive claim negotiation 
loans and reimbursing Indigenous governments that have 
already repaid these loans.  

Implementing the Indigenous Languages Act and support the 
creation of the proposed Office of the Commissioner of 
Indigenous Languages. 

Working to improve access to clean water in First Nations 
communities by repairing vulnerable water systems. Since 
2015, more than 80 long-term drinking water advisories 
have been lifted. 



Helping First Nation and Inuit children access health and 
social services such as speech therapy, educational support, 
and critical medical equipment. 

Facilitating direct health and educational services to Inuit 
children so they can access the critical services they need 
closer to home.  

RECONCILIATION WITH INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 



Canadians pay too much for prescription drugs and we’re 
going to change that.  To make prescription drugs more 
affordable and accessible to all Canadians, Budget 2019 
proposes to: 

Create the Canadian Drug Agency, a new national 
agency that will work to lower prescription drug prices 
for all Canadians. 

Lower the cost and create equal prices for  
prescription drugs across all provinces and  
territories by creating a new national formulary of 
prescribed drugs.  

Negotiate prices with drug manufacturers to help  
Canadians struggling with rare diseases get the  
life-saving medication they need at an affordable price.  

LAYING THE GROUNDWORK 
FOR NATIONAL PHARMACARE 



MAKING HOUSING MORE AFFORDABLE 

Through the National Housing Strategy, our Government has committed $40 billion 
over 10 years to build more affordable housing, repair and renew existing units, and 
protect additional housing. 
 
This historic funding will help build 60,000 units of new affordable housing and repair 
240,000 units across Canada over the next 10 years.  
 
Locally, our Government is investing $1.3 billion to repair Toronto’s community 
housing units through the National Housing Co-Investment Fund.  This funding will 
help bring 58,000 TCH units across Toronto in a state of good repair.  

Our Government has partnered with the 
Co-Operative Housing Federation of 
Canada to create the new Community 
Housing Transformation Centre project.  
This initiative will invest $68.6 million 
over nine years into programs and 
resources to help build and protect more 
co-operative housing like the Stanley 
Knowles Co-Op here in Eglinton-
Lawrence, and to support co-op members 
and community housing members through 
grants. 

Budget 2019 introduces the First-Time 
Home Buyer Initiative to help make 
home ownership more affordable for  
first-time home buyers.  
 
This incentive would allow eligible first-
time home buyers who have the minimum 
down payment for an insured mortgage to 
apply to finance a portion of their home 
purchase through a shared equity 
mortgage with Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation. 
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